
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

Description: 

• When ewes are grazing, 
mineral and vitamin 
treatments at specific 
times are sufficient, i.e., 
one month before 
mating and at least one 
month before lambing.  

• During the other 
physiological stages, it is 
recommended to apply 
a one-month treatment 
followed by one or two 
months without 
supplementation.  

• However, salt must be 
accessible all year 
round. 

 

Need/issue: Minerals and vitamins supplementation 

Aim: To provide a mineral supplementation plan for 
grazing ewes. 

How to implement: 
• Vitaminised mineral feed is cheapest and most 

effective. 
• Pump feeds are effective but more expensive. 
• Mineral licks are very expensive and 

overconsumption can lead to health problems.  
• Boluses are effective over a longer time period.  
• Drinkable and injectable doses are poor value. 
• Enriched fertilisers are less effective than direct 

assimilation by the animal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When and how to provide minerals? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expected benefits: 

Cover the animals' needs with the best quality/price 
ratio. 

 
Prerequisites and/or limits: 

• These recommendations are for animals that do 
not show any particular deficiency.    

• If there Is no particular health problem In the 
herd, organic or chelated forms are not enough 
(unless another element Is In excess and cannot 
be corrected). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country: France 

Dairy or/and meat sheep: Meat and Dairy sheep 

Category of Animal (ewe, replacement, lamb): 
Ewes & replacement 

 
 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 863056 
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